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From the Columbian Centinel. 
THIRD ARTICLE OF BILL OF RIGHTS. 


Speech of Mr. Whittemore, of Cambridge, on the 
proposed Amendment of the Third Article. 


Mr. Wurrremore said he truly regretted that 
the duty of lying before the House the reasons 
that induced a Committee to make the report 
now under consideration, had not devolyed on 
seme person more capable of doing justice to the 
subject. But as it was not upon his motion that 
the Committee was appointed, and as he stood 
there at the order of the Chair, he would dis- 
charge as well as he could the service expected 
of him. 

The Committee found before them when they 
came together, about 150 petitions, bearing the 
names of 7,960 petitioners. Some towns had 
petitioned as such, in which case the petitions 
were signed by the Selectmen, or by a commit- 
tee appointed for the purpose. Since the Com- 
mittee of the House had reported, about 50 pe- 
titions had been presented, but of these he should 
not speak. Various reasons were assigned by 
the petitioners why the Constitution should be 
altered in the Third Article of the Bill of Rights. 
There was a striking agreement in a majority of 
the petitions. This was accounted for by facts 
stated to the Committee. A form of petitions 
had been published in several newspapers of the 
Commonwealth—the same form has been circu- 
lated by other means—the subject had been very 
fully discussed in the leading religious journals, 
and the same reasons for the alterations had 
been substantially statedineach. These reasons, 
said Nr. W. are briefly as follows :— 

That religion is spiritual in its nature, that it 
cannot be aided by human law, and that human 
governments should never be linked with it. The 
alliance debases religion, and produces corrup- 
tions and persecutions. Jesus Christ never ap- 
plied to the civil power to aid him, nor has he left 
any directions to his followers so to do. It isal- 
leged, that the operations of the 3d Article, and 
the statues founded upon it, are unequal, as they 
have no effect in the city and large towns ; aad 
the inhabitants of the small towns justly feel them- 
selves aggrieved that they are subject to laws from 
the influence of which others are enfranchised. 
That religion will be abundantly supperted with- 
out compulsion, as the citizens are always wiiling 
to support their own opinions and forms of wor- 
ship. That the effect of compelling people to 
support religion is injurous ; they are never made 
to have any respect for it by being compelled to 
support it. Religion, piety or morality cannot 


a 


than it is a matter of conscience and choice with 
him. The petitioners furthermore represeut, 
that the 3d Article is repugnant to the rights of 
conscience, as every person is compelled to sup- 
port the Christian religion, whether he believes it 
or not, and even tho Protestant form of it, where- 
as there are in the Commonwealth thousands of 
Catholics whose rights are thereby infringed. 
They further declare that the third Article should 
be altered because it is totally inconsistent with 
the second. ‘The second provides that no man 
shall be ‘‘hurt, molested, or restrained for wor- 
shipping God in the way most agreeable to him, 
or for his religious professions or sentiments,” 
and yet by the third Article the rights of the Cath- 
olic, the Jew, and the professor of the mere reli- 
gion of nature are direetly invaded, as they are 
all obliged by it to support the Protestant Chris- 
tian Religion. All these reasons, Mr. Speaker, 
and many more, are given in the petitions. 

Although there were so many petitions, said 
Mr. W. the committee were satisfied there would 
have been more, bad there not been a very gen- 
eral belief that the Amendment would go through 
the Legislature without much oppositien, and that 
there was no danger of its final success. 

For one Mr. W. thought the question worthy 
of consideration, whether the civil power can with 
propriety interfere in the concerns of reilgion to 
compel people to support it. Jesus Christ never 
designed that his religion should be supported by 
the civil power. He did not apply to the civil 
power for support; he never had the support of 
the civil power, but was always oppesed by it. 
And furthermore he has left no directions to his 
followers to seek the aid of civil power. A man’s 
views of piety, religion and morality are a con- 
cern solely between his conscience and his God. 
He is not accountable for them to civil govern- 
ment, unless he disturbs the public peace. Our 
common Master did not hold himself accounta- 
ble to Jewish law in this respect. 


Men whom he should call political religionists, 
answer this argument as follows: that govern- 
ment has a right to legislate on that which tends 
to the public good, and that we may legislate on 
religion for the same reason that we legislate con- 
cerning schools. Every man 1s obliged to pay 
taxes for the support of the public Schools, though 
he has no children, because these Schools are for 
the public good, and he indirectly, at least, enjoys 
the benefit of them. For the same reason every 
man should be compelled to support religion, he 
enjoys the benefit of the religious state of Socie- 
ty, though he never attends public worsmp. Mr. 
W. said, that religion and education are two en- 
tirely different things. Sv long as a man’s reli- 
gion does not disturb the public peace, the laws 
have nothing to do with it. But education is a 
fair subject of human legislation. On this all 
the citizens are agreed—they are not split into 
innumerable sects with a thousand conflicting in- 
terests and predjudices— and no one’s conscience 
suffers violence. 

But, said Mr. W. the argument that pure reli- 
gion tends to the stability ot government, goes to 
show that we should not establisia it by law. The 





have a good influence on any man any further 


way to keep religion pure is to leave it to the 
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free will of the people.” No religion but that 
which is votuntary can do good. If you force 
people to support it, it is only théif money you 
can get, you do not cause them to respect religion, 
and therefore you do hurt, for you excite their il! 
will. The benefit which religionspives to the sta- 
bility and good order of Society, is greater without 
the aid of law than with it ;, because the benefit of 
religion to any individual consists in its being left 
entirely to his conscience and hischoice. Religion, 
to do any man good, must operate on his heart ; 
it must regulate his affections ; it must subdue his 
passions ; it must impress its likeness on his soul ; 
but this, a mere artificial support can never do— 
this a legal enactment never will effect. Mr. W. 
maintained therefore, that legal support was a 
clog to pure and undefiled religion—it was a mill- 
stone hung around its neck, and hung there too 
for the preposterous object of elevating it in pub- 
lic estimation. This has been precisely the ef- 
fect of the legal support of religion in Massachu- 
setts. The Commonwealth has been spilt up into 
numberless and unnamable sects—the oldest par- 
ishes in the several towns have been injured by 
the laws that were designed to support them— 
and unless they have been sustained by gifts, be- 
quests and funds, — become weakened un- 
til they can with difficulty breathe the th of 
life. Religion has flourished most ng the 
dissenters from the oldest parishes—a fact unde- 
niable in the estimation of every one acquainted 
with the state of religion throughout the Common- 
wealth. 4 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, stiid’ Mr. W. you al- 
ways lower the standard of religion by connecting 
it with human law. This all ecclesiastical histo- 
ry proves. Religion has always been the purest 
when totally disconnected from the civil power, 
and even wheu persecuted by it. This fact is 
stronger than a volume of speculations, conjec- 
tures and fine drawn inferences. What history 
teaches in its plainest forms, what the experience 
of eighteen centuries fully proves, should not be 
hghtly passed over. In the primitive ages of 
Christianity, the religion of our common Master 
shone in its primeval lustre; but does any one 
need to be told that he was not supported by hu- 
man law, but opposed and persecuted and cruci- 
fied by it? His followers were pursued from city 
to city—they were scourged, stoned and sawn 
assunder. But their religion was pure and re- 
mained pure. Three centuries afterwards, when 
Constantine, the first of the Roman Emperors 
who was converted to Christianity, linked the re- 
ligion with the state it soon became debased. Its 
ministers were corrupted—they grew proud, in- 
dolent, arrogant and overbearing—they perver- 
ted the word of God to sustain the state that in- 
dulged and pampered them ; and it was not long 
before few traces of the original purity of the re~ 
ligion of Christ could be found. This, said Mr. 
W. is a solemn fact that should not be forgotten, 
and he begged of the House not to forget it. Fol- 
low religion through the dark ages, while it was 
the close ally of the civil power, and what do you 
find of that beautiful system of piety, doctrine 
and morals bequeathed to the world by Jesus 
Christ, except the mere name and shadow of it? 
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When the voice of Martin Luther broke the si- ‘gion is as well supported in those places where 


lence of a thousand years, and he endeavered to 
call back the church from its wanderings and er- 
rors, by whom was he opposed? By civil rulers 
under the dominion of a corrupt clergy ; and al- 


though one or two of the petty potentates of 


Germany espoused the cause of the Reformation, 
it is indisputable that the Emperor Charles V. 
and the civil rulers generally ar first opposed it ; 
and at last they were induced to aid it, only be- 
cause it gave them deliverence trom the terrific 
power of the Roman Pontiff. The pages of ec- 
clesiastical history are black with the evil that hus 
been done to religion by associating it with hu- 
man law. 

The petitioners say, sir, that religion will be 
abundantly supported without compulsion. Mr. 
W. mentioned this, because it is some times said, 
if we do not afford religion legal support, it will 
run down and come to nought. Are gentlemen, 
then, willing to say that the Supreme Being can- 
not sustain religion without man’s feeble aid? 
Where religion has power upon men’s hearts, 


there need be no fear that they will not support | 


it; and where it has not, all support is utterly 
vain. 

It does not follow, Mr Speaker, because a thing 
is beneficial to soclety, therefore we must leg's- 
late about it. The shining of the sunis of vast 
benefit to the Commonwealth: but is far above 
the power of human legislation—and so is that 
religion above human legislation which is ‘the 


Sun of righteousness” and “the light of the world.” | 


The falling of therainis of uncalculable benefit 
to the Commonwealth—what could we do with- 
outit, sir? but it is above the power of human 
constitutions and statutes—and so is that reli- 
on which “drops like the rain, which distils like 
the dew, like the small rain upon the tender herd, 
and the showers upon the tender grass.” It is 
for the benefit of society that persons should en- 
ter into the marriage relation ; but we make no 
laws tocompel them to be married. What should 
we do if the farmers should refuse to tll the 
earth? Society would be in the most lamen- 
table situaticn ; but ne one thinks it necessary 
to enact laws to compel tliem to do this. Such 
things are governed by laws which sway men 
with an irresistable force—far above the power 
of formal statutes. Government would very soon 
come entirely to an end, if every person should 
refuse to eat. But is it necessary to ordain that 
persons shall eat, and threaten them with penal- 
ties if they neglect? No sir, The laws which 
God has ordained in man regulate that well e- 
nough. Well, sir, to apply this comparison, the 
laws of the human mind and conscience will reg- 
ulate religion with as much certainty. Religion 
is the aliment of the soul—the bread and water 
of life—we cannot live without it. The matter 
is made certain by the laws of the constitutions ; 
it is aboye, fur above, ull legislative enactments ; 
they can haye inthe nature of things no more ef- 
fect in sustaining religion, than discussions con- 
cerning the motions of Saturn can contro] the 
revolutions of that planet. 

Why need gentlemen be fearful, said Mr. W. 
that religion Fill come to nought, if the third ar- 
article of the Bill of Rights be amended? Has 
it come to nought in those places where this 
provision is inoperative? Nosir. In Boston, 
where unrestricted religious liberty is enjoyed, 
religion is as well supported as in any other part 
of the Commonwealth. 'The same may be said 


of Charleston, Salem, and [the other principle 


‘as we have shown, has no operation in Boston. 





legal compulsion is not resorted to as in any oth- 
erplace. People will support public worship 
liberally where religion is left to their conscienee 
| and choice, as those parts of the Commonwealth 
show, to which, he (Mr. W.) had refered. But 
itis sometimes said in reply to this argument, 
that it is the influence of the third article 
which has brought the Commonwealth into this 
happy condition—that the flourishing state of 
religion in Boston is to-be attributed to it. In 
reply to this, Mr. W. said, that the third article 
never had any operation in Bostou. And be- 
sides, said he, look at the state of religion in 
those places where they never had any such law 
—New York, Philadelphia, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Cincinnati. In all these places, public 
worship is as well supported 2s in any part of 
Massachusetts, and yet there the citizens are 
not compelled by any legal enactments to sup- 
port it. Andthat men will have a due respect 
for religion without compulsion, is proved by the 
third article itself. Those who formed it did it 
of their own accord—they were not compelled 
soto do. Their respect for religion, he was 
willing to acknowledge, led them to do it ; and 
here was decisive proof that men would respect 
and support religion voluntarily, without legal 
compulsion. This Mr. W. deemed as a sufficient 
| answer to the objection that religion would come 
to nought, if legal support is removed. 

Mr. W. observed, that another serious objec- 
tion to the third article, and the statutes founded 
upon it, was their unequal operation. In the city 
and large towns the law has no effect, and has 
not had fora long time. This is undeniable ; 
no man willdeny it. I it right then, to contin- 
ue laws in force which operate only ona_ part of 
the citizens? It would be regarded as a valid 
objection to any other law designed for general 
effect, that it operated in one town and not in 
another—in one country and not inanother. We 
have no prvileged class in Massachusetts, and 
eught not to have; and when one portion of the 
citizens petition for what others enjoy, it is just 
and right that their prayers should be granted. 
These provisions of which the people complain 
cannot be carried into effect in this city. Should 
you attempt it, Sir, if the people did not pull 
down this house about our ears, they would af- 
terwards be careful to send no Representatives 
here who would not vote for the alterations. All 
that the petitioners ask for, 1s that they may be 
placed, in this jnstance, in the same situation 
with the citizens of Boston. And Mr. W. held 
it as an unobjectionable proposition in republi- 
ean Massachusetts, that the laws ought to be al- 
tered, or enforced alike in every part of the Com- 
monwealth. 

Again, sir, the present laws which have grown 
up from the Third Article oppress the country 
towns in another way. Our laws provide (and 
very justly too, if we must have any legal provis- 
ions on the subject) that the preperty of non-res- 
idents shall be taxed in the places where the own- 
ers reside. Now all property in the ‘country 
owned by citizens of Boston, cannet be taxed 
for parish purpeses in the places where it lies. 
Ifa gentleman in Boston owns a farm in the 
country, that farm is not liable for a parish tax 
in the town in which it lies, nor is it taxed where 
the owner resides, since this system of taxation, 





But aman in the country who owns the farm 
that adjuins, must pay a parish tax upon his 











property it Boston, he is liable to a parish tax 
on that property in the town in which he resides. 
Is not this, Sir, a highly improper state of things. 

Mr. W. remarked, that the laws founded upon 
the Third Article manifestly caused discontent 
and unhappiness. Young men becoming 16 years 
of age, and people moving into this Common- 
wealth from other States, not being used to the 
effect of such laws, do not think to attach them- 
selves to a society of their own denomination, and 
before they are aware of it a tax is clapped on 
them, and applied to supporta system of preach- 
ing which they abhor. In this view of the sub- 
ject the law is a mere trap; and it has proved a 
very profitable trap in some places, where parish 
assessors have seen fit to use it with cunning. Is 
such a svate of things as this favorable to religion ? 
No Sir, it has caused the people to hate religion. 
You have obtained their money at the loss of their 
good will. . 

Another reason, said Mr. W. why the Third 
Article should be altered, is that it contradicts 
the second. The second provides that no person 
shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his per- 
son, liberty or estate for worshipping God in the 
way most agreeable to him, and yet by the third 
every person is compelled to support the Protes- 
tant form of the Christian religion. Is this no in- 
fringement upon the rights of Catholics? Is this 
no infringement upon the rights of those who 
profess the mere religion of nature? Mr. W. 
had no communion with such in their faith ; but 
| he believed their rights to be as sacred as his own. 

The Third Article he said was further objec- 
tionabie, because it gave the Legislature power 
to compel people to attend public worship. 'The 
Legislature are invested ‘with authority to enjoin 
upon all the subjects an attendance upon the in- 
structions of the public teachers aforesaid,” &c. 

This is regarded as an enormity by almost eve- 
ry one. But Mr. W. said, in his opinion it is 
manifestly right, if you give the Legislature one 
power, viz: that of compelling people to support 
public worship, they should have the power to 
compel attendance. The benefit of public wor- 
ship is derived from attendance and if it is wrong 
to compel attendance, it is wrong also to compel 
the citizens to support it. Religion is always 
well supported, and does the most good when left 
entirely to men’s consciences ‘The eminent Mr. 
Hubbard of this city, in the Convention of 1820, 
took the same ground, when he was advocating 
the retention of the Third Article. “It does not 
seem right,” said he, “to give the Legislature the 
power to compel the people to support public 
worship, and not give them the right to compel 
attendance. It was a power which might with 
the same propriety be granted.” 

Ifthe example of other states is worth any 
thing, said Mr. W. it 1s altogether in favor of the 
proposed alterations. Massachusetts stands a- 
lone in the North American Union, in making le- 
gal provision for the support of religion. ‘Those 
states which had such laws have repealed them. 
In New Hampshire a statue is interspersed be- 
tween the Constitution and the people, which is 
regarded there of sufficient force to set the appa- 
rent sense of the Constitution aside. In Connec- 
ticut the compulsory support of religion was Jong 
ago abolished; and much as we talk about blue 
laws, that State is now ahead of us in matters of 
religious liberty. In New Jersey and in Mary- 
land, in whose Constitution legal support of reli- 
gion was once recognised, changes have taken 
place; and religion is there left, where it ever 
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und choice. 
Mr. W. continued, the voice of the pople, Mr. 
Speaker, calls loudly for the alterapn of the 
Third Article of the Bill of Right In this 
country they are the Supreme powe, Popular 
opinion, in its steady course, is likehe current 
of a river; but in its violence it is lif a cataract 
which nothing can withstand. Whatre we, Sir, 
but the straws that are borne on tb surface of 
this river? We are the servants dthe people 
sent here to representthem. ‘The pwer of pub- 
lic opinion always will be felt, mororless, even 
in those countries where it is restyined by con- 
stitutional provisions; and where ithas not legal | 
redress, it will break forth in violeee. Look at 
the exhibition of public sentiment } England on 
the rejection of the Reform Bill bjthe House of 
Lords. It convulsed the nation. ‘The castles of 
the offending peers were levelled i the dust. We 
have no fear of such an issue her, said Mr. W., 
because the people, when aggrie}d, can always 
avail themselves of ae hewitt And 





they will. If the desired alteratid does not take 
place now, they will speak in { voice of seven 
thunders, and they will be heal. We cannot 
resist them. ‘There is great forg and beauty in 
the classical apothesis of publicsentiment—voz 
populi vor Dei. Sir, bid the Misissippi roll back 
its waters tu the North—it will bey you. Say to 
the earth, cease thy revolution—t will obey you. 
Speak to the sun in Leer es pas him to 
return to the East—he will retre obseauious to 
your will, when the force of pblic opinion in 
Massachusetts can be successfuly resisted. For 
his own part, Mr. W. was satisftd the people de- 
manded the proposed alteratioi}—he should vote 
for it—and with this expression)f his sentiments, 
he left the subject to the judgmint of the House. 





SALVATION OF INFANTS. 

Few circumstances can be nore gratifying to 
the liberal christian of the pregnt day than the 
obvious change of religious opgions, which has 
taken place during the last fifty pars, even in the 
must exclusive sects of cur coujiry. We know 
attempts are made to induce th belief that the 
Presbyterian and Congregationa faith is the same 
now as in the days of our fatlers. We know 
that it is the boast of beth thee sects, (if they 
must be distinguished,) that theyare grounded on 
the great principles of the Refrmers, and are 
walking in their steps, “the forder paths and the 
good way.” If we are to undentand by this de- 
claration and boast, that they therish the same 
overbearing and dictatorial spit, that a want of 
power alone prevents them from indulging the 
same excess, they may be thoug}t deserving some 
consideration; but if we are t) understand that 
these sects now believe the Calvinistic faith, we 
most fearlessly and emphatically deny it. In do- 
ing this, we think ourselves paying a compliment 
to the reason of our religious opponents ; for how- 
ever others may feel, we are confident that i! 
would little excite our pride to have adopted our 
creed from the murderer of Michael Servetus. 
Furthermore, we think it no honor to the head, 
and still less to the heart of any man, to give in- 
plicit credence either to the Saybrook Platform, 
the Presbyterian Confession of Faith, or the Ar 
dover Constitution. 

We have been led to these remarks by a ser 
mon from.a highly respectable Clergyman of th? 
Presbyterian Church, to which we listened some 
two or three weeks since. In that discourse the 


speaker plainly asserted the salvation of all wlo 


we should select this point inorder to sustain our | 
position relative to the change that has been si- | 


tleman just mentioned, should ever have been dis- | 
believed or questioned. Indeed, a learned and 
popular divine of Boston, has affirmed, that in an | 
extensive acquaintance with his brethren, the 
Congregational clergy, he never heard the doc- 
trine of infant damnation taught, or knew it to be 
believed. Be this as it may, no man will deny | 
that it is plainly, irresistibly implied in the Pres-| 
byterian Confession of Faith, and the Saybrook | 
Platform, and 1s necessarily connected with all 
systems which embrace the Calvinistic principles. | 
We shall attempt to prove this from several con- | 
siderations. 
Ist. The doctrine of total depravity and the de- 
serts of sin, plainly implies the idea of infant dam- 
nation. Total depravity is declared both by the 
*Platform” and “Confession,” to have been su- 
perinduced by Adam’s first sin, and to descend to 
all his posterity, In connexion with this it is al- 
so asserted, that “every sin, both original and ac- 
tual,” does subject us to the wrath of God, and 
“to death, with ALL MISERIES, SPIRITUAL, TEMPO- 
RAL AND ETERNAL.” ‘The child comes into the 
world laden with original sin, and therefore de- 
serves eternal damnation, just as much as if it had 
lived and sinned a hundred years. There can, 
then,. be nothing absurd in allowing, (if these 
premises are granted,) that infants may, as well 
as others, be justly damned forever. They nev- 
er actually sinned, it is true, but they are the 
children of Adam, who did sin, and they have in- 
herited his fault and merit his punishment. This 
is the doctrine of the Creeds before mentioned, 
and we challenge contradiction. 

2nd. The doctrine of eternal election plainly im- 
plies the idea of infant damnation. These Creeds 
teach that “by the decree of God, for the mani- 
festation of his glory, some men and angels are 
predestinatedunto everlasting life, and others 
foreordained to everlasting death. These angels 
and men, thus predestinated and foreordained, 
are particularly and unchangeably designed ; and 
their number is so certain and definite that it can- 
not be increased or diminished.” Pres. Con. 
chap. iii, sec. 3 and 4. And this we are also told 
(sec. 5,) is done “without any foresight of faith 
or good works, or perseverance in either of them, 
or any other thing in the creawre, as conditions, 
or causes moving him [God} thereunto.” Now 
that must be avery singular kind of election, 
which, proceeding “without any foresight of faith 
or good works, or any thing else as a condition,” 
should still elect all that were to die in their in- 
fancy. Indeed it is the grossest absurdity to im- 
agine it. If such an election was really made, 
would it not be evident that infancy itself was 
regarded as a condition, contrary to the express 
declaration of the Creeds. 

3rd. The following language admits of no ex- 
planation which does not clearly imply the doc- 
trine of: infant damnation. Pres. Con. chap. x, 
sec. 3. ‘*Elect infants, dying in infancy, are re- 
generated and saved by Christ through the spirit, 
who worketh when, and where, and how he pleas- 
eth.” If all infants, dying in infancy, are elec- 
ted, why call them “elect infants?” Why did 
not the creed-makers merely say “all infants,” 
or simply “infants,” &c.? But the concluding 
part of the paragraph puts the subject furever to 
rest. ‘So also are all other elect persons, who 





die in their infancy. It may seem singular thet 


are incapable of being outwardly called by the 





ministry of the word.” Is not the inference ir- 
resistible that some INFANTS, and some other per- 
lently going on in religious faith for the last half! sons, incapable of being profited by the ordinary 
century, because it is now deemed almost incred- | means of salvation, were not elected, and would 
ible by many, that the doctrine taught by the gen- be damned forever? 


The doctrine of infant damnation, then, was re- 

cognized by the framers of the Creeds before 
named, and fifty years ago we think it was pot 
uncommon for it to be publicly preached. The 
doctrine is still recognized by every Calvinistic 
creed in the world. We defy any body to retain 
Calvinism without it. But it is-no longer preach- 
ed. Why? Itisin the “Saybrook Platform,” 
as re-published under the supervision of the “Gen- 
eral Association” of Connecticut, in 1810. It is 
in the Presbyterian “Confession of Faith, amend- 
ed and ratified by the General Assembly, 1821.” 
And yet no man dares preach it. Why? The 
people will not hear it. This is the answer. 
We repeat, it is gratifying to every liberal 
christian to observe this change in opinion and 
feeling. And it is no small honor to Universalism, 
that though despised, it has been a principal a- 
gent in producing this revolution. It is even a 
greater honor to the religious community, whose 
moral feelings and principles have thus triumph- 
ed over a corruption of ages, sanctioned by a 
powerful priesthood. Christ. Mess. 


GIVE US MONEY TO CONVERT THE 
HEATHEN. 

Messrs. Editors.—The great hue and cry raised 
by the orthodox preachers and people, coneern- 
ing the lost and perishing heathen, “Whose un- 
tutored mind sees God in clouds and hears him in 
the wind” often reminds me of an occurrence 
that took place in Ballston, Saratoga County, un- 
der my immediate observation. A’ coloured man 
by the name of Brit, was hired as a labourer to 
S. D. F. Esq. a rich Pharisee. In conversation 
with Bill one day I asked him ifhe could read or 
write. He answered no, he did not know one let- 
ter from another. Where was you bro’t up? said 
I. In Washington county by the Rev. M. Did 
he not send you to school? No sir,—and then 
added—‘Mrs, D. F. said to me, she thought I 
was extravagant in using so much tobacco, chaw- 
ing through the day, and smoking in the evening: 
that she thought it would be better to save it to 
give to the Missionaries to convert the heathen! 
“Ah !” said Bill “that is just like my old Borse— 
beg and plead with the people every Sunday to 
give money to convert the heathen, and had a 
poor heathen at home that could not read nor 
write !” ' Gospel Anchor. 


A TIME-SERVING MINISTER. 

At an ordination not long since, we heard the 
following anecdote ofa minister, who was preach- 
ing as a candidate not a thousand miles from 
this city. After supplying the church for sev- 
eral weeks, and feeling considerable anxiety for 
the result, one of the deacons waited upon him, 
and informed him that they should not wish his 
services any longer, and that he might seek em- 
ployment elsewhere. Why, indeed Sir, replied 
the minister, what can the reason be? are they 
not satisfied with my preaching? I thought I 
was preaching the doctrine they liked best?’ As 
to that Sir, said the deacon, I apprehend your 
preaching does not altogether correspond with 
our views oftruth. Truly, my brother, replied 
the minister again, I amvery sorry; but why 
did not some of the brethren inform me what 
kind of doctrine they wanted, and thenI could 
have suited them exactly, and there would have 








been no difficulty —W. ¥. Baptist Repository. 
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From the Gospel Anchor. 
“YE DEVOUR WIDOW’S HOUSES.” 
JESUS. 

It is truly wonderful to observe the multiplici- 
ty of expedients to which modern pharisees re- 
sort for the purpose of drawing money from the 
pockets of the people. Like their ancestors who 
lived in the days of our Saviour, they seem to be 
possessed of an almost insatiable avarice : and to 
consider every plan and artifice praiseworthy, 
which will fill their pockets with gold and silver. 
The excellency of any exertions in the cause of 
religion, as they call it, is measured by the a- 
mount of cash they draw into their coffers. In 
any new plan or mode of operation proposed— 
it is pronounced, on trial, to be good or bad, just 
in proportion to the amount of solid cash it pla- 
ges in “the Lord’s treasury.”—Does the money 
come in briskly—the plan is pronounced goud ! 
excellent! But ifthe reverse of this is the fact, 
“the plan is not practicable. 

A friend has put into our hands a kind of cir- 
cular, which appears addressed “to the members 
of the 2d Reformed Dutch Church and Congre- 
gation” of this city, (Albany,) of which the Rev. 
Isaac Ferris is. pastor. We insert the whole, 
that it may be preserved, and that our readers 
and pesterity, may see to what contemptible 
means ‘‘pious saints” will resort in order to pick 
the pockets of the people. We also annex the 
table as it is found attached to the circular, to 
preserve it, and with a belief that it may prove 
a novelty to some of our readers. 


To the Members of the 2d Reformed Dutch 
Church and Congregation :— 

Two years have now elapsed since the plan of 
resolving the Church into a benevolent Associa- 
tion, and contributing our charities perjodically, 
through the Consistory, was adopted: and we are 
happy in being able to say, that trial has been fa- 
vorable ; much more having been accomplished 
than by the former plan of frequent Church col- 
lections. And this has been the case in all the 
congregations of our Church, where the same 
plan has been introduced, and eminently so in 
several Presbyterian Churches in our city, who 
have enlarged it so as to comprehend the leading 
charities of the day.—Satisfied of the excellence 
of the plan, it is our desire now to enlarge it, so 
as to embrace the objects to which we are more 
or less in the habit of contributing as individuals, 
in another form. This arrangement will relieve 
us, to a considerable extent from the calls of a- 
gents, of which many have complained, who are 
from their circumstances, frequently called upon 
—it will equalize the burdens to be borne—it will 
affurd every one an opportunity of contribution, 
and will deepen the interest, which as Christians, 
we should feel in the cause of Christian benevo- 
lence. 

Concerning the objects to which the money is 
to be appropriated, it is proper to say something 
in the way of explanation. We propose below, 
as you will pereeive, seven columns for subscrip- 
tion. One for the Brste; what is subscribed in 
this Column, will be paid into the Treasury of the 
Albany Bible Society, with a view to the circula- 
tion of the Word of Life, in our vicinity and else- 
where, by the County and American Bible Soci- 
eties. ‘The second column is for Missions, and is 
divided between Foreign and: Domestic Missions. 
The sum for Foreign Missions will be transmitted 
to the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, to whom our Mouthly Concert 
collections have» been heretofore paid. This 


Massachusetts, and is composed of members of 
the Cong tional, Presbyterian, and Dutch 
Churches. It has at present under its care, eigh- 
teen distinct Missions, in different parts of the 
world, and sixty-one ordained Missionaries, a- 
mong whom are Rev. Dr. Scudder, originally a 
member of the Dutch Church in New-York, and 
the Rev. Mr. Abel, now a minister of our church. 
What is appropriated for Domestic Missions, will 
be paid into the Treasury of the Board of Mis- 
sions of the General Synod, who have so far con- 
fined their attentionto Domestic Missions. What 
is collected from the third and fourth columns, 
for Epucation, and the Tneo.ocicaL Proressor- 
sHiPs, will be paid asin former years. The fifth 
column is for Traots, and what is collected from 
it, will, after deducting a small sum for the cir- 


paid to the American Tract Society. The sizth 
column is for Crry Instrrutions. These are the 


the Assylum for Orphan and Destitute Children ; 
with the importance of these, you are well ac- 
quainted. In making the apportionment between 
these, the Consistory will be guided by the sum 
necessary for the support of each. Another col- 
umn is headed Uvappropriatep, which is inten- 
ded for any sums any subscriber may be willing 
the Corsistory shall distribute at their discretion, 
either for the objects specified, or for any others 
for which their aid meay be asked. 

In relation to subscriptions, allow us to say, 
we earnestly desire that each of you may feel 
that charity is a sister grace with faith and hope ; 
that it is a great privilege, as well as solemn du- 
ty, to bestow of what God has entrusted to our 
stewardship, to the advancement of Lis kingdom, 
and that through the instrumentality of his people, 
he will accomplish his purposes concerning its 
future glory. We suggest no rule as to the amount 
of subscription, but leave every one to judge for 
himself, only wishing each to act on christian 
principle, and under a conviction of duty. Lib- 
eral subscriptions we hope to receive; for any 
sums, however small, we shall be grateful, and for 
none more so, than the poor widow’s mite. It 
must not be supposed, from our having several 
columns, that each person must subscribe for all: 
we should be happy if the subseriptions are giv- 
en for all, but where this cannot be the case, we 
wish each to select his objects for himself. 

Through this Circular, besides addressing 
heads of families, we appeal particularly to our 
young men and women, for their co-operation in 
our object, and we would suggest to parents, the 
propriety of allowing their children also to sub- 
scribe, that the habit of husbanding their little 
“getiings,” and of appreciating the cause of be- 
nevolence, may be early formed. 

Subscriptions will first be made on this paper, 
in the blank following and this will be kept by 
the subscriber, safely, where it nay be examined, 
and the time and amount of each payment be 
known.—A copy of the same will be made on 
the loose blank (herewith enclosed,) and this thus 
filled up, we wish to have returned without delay, 
to Mr. C. Miller, Treasurer of the church, No. 
28 State-st. 

The mode of payment will be as follows: On 
the Sabbaths specified at the head of each col- 
umn, (notice of which will be given from the pul- 
pit, the week previous’) boxes will be placed at 
the church doors, int@which each subscriber will 
put his donation then due, carefully done up in 
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given byjach. It any thing should remain to 
be collecti, the Consistory will appoiut some 
person tojollect the same ; but for this, we trust 
wre wilbe no necessity. Punctuality will be 
of essentiaservice. 

The pregnt subscription is only for the present 
year ; at tl) end of which, a statement of the re- 
ceipts and jppropriations will be publicly given ; 
the collectin for the poor will go on as usual. 
The propé graduatioa of subscription will be 
learned fro} this, that much more is required to 
sustain Migonary, Education, and City Institu- 
tions than tk remaining. 

Albany, Abuary, 1832. 

| ISAAC FERRIS, Pastor. 
Elder Deacons. 
David Puyn, Wn. C. Miller, 
Philip Pelps, R. V. De Witt, 
A. F. Lasing, J. Van Schaack, 
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Really this is egging with a vengeance. The 
ugly beast has aholutely got seven heads and ten 
horns. We mus give it a passing notice. 

The circular ommences by informing us that 
two years have dapsed since the plan had been 
adopted, and the are very happy to say that the 
trial has been faprable ; and they give us to un- 
derstand that thy are satisfied of the excellency 
of the plan. Buhow are they satisfied? Pre- 
cisely as we toldpur readers in the beginning of 
this article, they always satisfy themselves on 
this point—it wa by counting the cash. Hear 
them—‘*Much nore having been accomplished 
than by the forner plan of frequent church col- 
lections.” Mortof what? Ah, more cash had 
been obtained. This is what satisfied them of 
the “excellency if the plan.” They are so well 
satisfied of the “‘éacellency of the plan,” that they 
desire “to enlarg} it, so as to embrace the objects 
to which they aremore or !ess in the habit of con- 
tributing us inditiduals.”—By referring to the 
table, the reader will see what the objects are to 
which the memlers of the 2d Dutch Reformed 
Church, have been in the Aabdit of contributing as 
individuals, But‘the plan” is said to be excel- 
lent, because “‘it will relieve us, to a considera- 
ble extent, from the calls of agents, of which ma- 
ny have complained.” Here again money is at 
the bettom of the mater. The truth is, ‘the calls 
ofagents” are becoming troublesome. The peo- 
ple have been bored and gulled by these sheep- 
shearers till they are heartily sick of this eternal 
begging and dunning for money. “Many have 
complained ;” they will no longer give their mon- 

to every well dressed beggar that presents 
mself at the door and asks for cash. The 
friests see this—and now mark the craft. No 
sponer does he see that his petitions for gold, 
when offered by an agent in propria persona, are 
not successful enough, and that complaints are 
heard, than like a flappant deceiver, he adroitly 
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turns about and “creeps into houses,” in the form 
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ofa circular, with a blank table to be filled up 
with sums of money. ‘The plan is ¢xcellent.” 
Yes, reader, the plan, (for they call ita plan,) is 
excellent ;” and again we remind the teader, that 
its excellence 1s estimated by the amount of cash 
obtained. 

But again, says the circular, ‘“It( the plan ) 
will equalize the burdens to be borae.” ‘Woe 
unto you scribes and pharisees! hypocrites! For 
ye bind heavy burdens upon men’s snoulders, and 
grievious to be borne.” The burdens bound on 
the shoulders of the members o/ the 2d Re- 
formed Dntch Church, are so grievious to be 
borne, that the Consistory have been obliged to 
devise “a plan” to equalize them. Reader, might 
it not be well for those who are employed as 
beasts of burden by these pharisees, to listen to 
the voice of Christ—‘‘Come untome, all ye that 


- Jabor and are heavy ladened and I will give you 


rest. Take my yoke upon you ind learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly, and yé shall find rest 
unto your souls; for my yoke s easy and my 
burden light.” No need of eqaalizing a light 
burden. 

But again—“It ( the plan ) will afford every 
one an opportunity of contriluting.” Herein 
consists the peculiar excellency ef the plan. Ev- 
ery one can have the opportunity of giving his 
cash. An agent might not find every one at 
home. The “plan remedies this, for the circu- 
lar canremain. An agent migit not find admit- 
tance toevery house, but the circular can go 
through the post-office. O yes, it is truly an ex- 
cellent plan te get noney. 

Next, concerning the objects tp) which the mon- 
ey is to be appropriated. Wehave no hesita- 
tion in pronouncing them, every one without 
exception, Orphan Asylum and all, to be sec- 
tarian institutions, designed to aid the “Chris- 
tian party in politics,” in theit unholy designs. 

But now comes the “beggar’s petition.” The 
people are exhorted to bear in mind and “feel” 
that it isa great privilege to bestow their sub- 
stance to the advancement o/ this kingdom. 
They must also feel that throughthe instrumental- 
ity of his people, he will accomplish, &c. Yes, 
yes, “the pious saints” must have the fingering 
of the cash, or nothing can be done. 

Again—“For any sums, however small, we 
shall be grateful, and for none more so than the 
poor widow’s mite.” Yes, and fit was her last 
mite, no matter, if they can get a hand on it. 
‘‘Woe unto you scribes and pharisees! hypo- 
crites! For ye devour widows’ houses” 

The circular before us, is very exceptionable 
in all its parts. Young men, young women, and 
children, are exhorted to give, as if their eternal 
destiny depended on their conduct in this par- 
ticular.— 

“O ye generation of vipers! how can ye es- 
cape the damnation of hell ?”—W. 





DIALOGUE BETWEEN A. AND Z. 

A. Do you wish to purchase a Bible ? 

Z. I believe not, sir, I have three or four Bi- 
bles. , 

A. Will you not give something to the Bible 


mers A 

* Z. Nosir; what money I have to give, goes 
to the widow and the fatherless, to buy bread and 
meat.’ 

A. What you give to us, will be the same as 
giving the bread of life to the widow and the fa- 
therless 

Z. How so! 

A. It would enable us to give them Bibles. 





Z. Or sell them to poor widows, as Mrs. 
B——,, of this city, did to her poor washer-wo- 
man, a widow, who washes for families in the 
city to enable her to get bread for Ler children. 

A. Who is Mrs. B——.1 

Z. A lady in this city, employed by the So- 
ciety tu sell Bibles. 

A. Well sir, will you not give us a small sum 
for the purpose of qualifying young men for the 
ministry ? ‘ 

Z. Will money qualify young men for the 
ministry ? 

A. It will enable us to send them to a The- 
ological Seminary. 

Z. And who is there to qualify them for your 
money ? 

A. Our reverend Clergy, who have charge of 
all these Seminaries. 

Z. Your “reverend” Clergy? How can they 
qualify young men for the ministry, when they 
are not qualified for the work themselves ? 

A. You seem to have a very poor opinion of 
our Clergy. 

Z. Indeed, sir, Ihave. If I wished young 
men qualified for high treason against the gov- 
ernment, I would have them put under the influ- 
ence of your Clergy. 

A. Well, sir, TE hope you will give us a trifle 
for the benefit of the temperance society. 

Z. Not a cent, sir. 

A. Are you not a friend to temperance ? 

Z. 1 am, sir. 

A. Why not support it by your example? 

Z: 1 dosir, I never was intoxicated with ar- 
dent spirits in my life—neither doI refuse to 
take a little when I think it necessary. 

A. You are a very singular old gentleman. I 
was recommended to you as one of the most 
wealthy, moral, and charitable men in the city. 
Will you give nothing at all for the suppurt of our 
charitable institutions—yet so wealthy ? 

Z. Nothing atall, sir. Howdo I know that 
my money would ever be applied to any char- 
itable purpose, when it has to pass through the 
hands of so many knaves and swindlers ? 
Besides sir, who appointed you to superintend 
cases of charity? Are you accountable to any 
one for the use or abuse of the money you beg 
from the people ? 

A. I deposit the money with those who man- 
age the funds. 

Z. It may be so, and it may not. But are 
those who you say are appointed to manage the 
funds, accountable to the public for the use or 
abuse of the money. 

A, They are pious, good men, and of course 
they will apply the money to pious and charita- 
ble purposes. 

Z. The reverend E. Rogers, one of these pious 
good men, received the last cent from the hands 
of a poor widow, trembling with poverty; what 
more pious and charitable purpose could your 
pious good men find for the distribution of those 
funds than the miserable objects of pity trom 
whom they sometimes beg the money? 

A. The reverend Mr. Rogers begged money 
to send the Bible to the heathen, to convert 
them to the christian religion. , 

Z. And what good will that be to the widow ? 
or even to the heathen; are they not more hu- 
mane and charitable now, than your pious good 
men, and more at peace among themselves? Do 
you wish to make them quarrel, like the chris- 
tians, and persecute one another? 

A, Well sir, as you will do nothing for us, tell 
me where I had better go next 
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Z. You had better go home, sir, and follow 
some honest and more honorable employment 
for alivelihood, and when you have any thing 
to were give to the poor. : 

° Good bye sir. an 
Z. L wish you well, young man—take the ad- 


j vice of a father, and be no longer the dupe of 


knaves and swindlers, who, under the cloak of 
religion, rob the fatherless and the widow. 
Star in the West. 


From the Magazine and Advocate. 
BEING STRUCK. 

The compliments of the day were interchanged 
a few months since, between the Rev. Mr. Kim- 
ball, of Leydon, and Br. F. of Boonville, at the 
close of pubtic service, when Mr. Kimball who 
had been preaching, began conversation with 
the bystanders, on the subject of conversions at 
the late protracted meetings in that vicinity. 
Mr. Kimball spoke in an air of apparent tri- 
umph, of a certain old gentleman of his acquain- 
tance, who had been “brought out” recently, as 
he termed it, and at one of the meetings above 
mentioned. 

M. K. said, “the old gentleman’s hopes were 
very bright—he had remarkably clear views— 
his soul seemed to be full—he enjoyed an un- 
common foretaste of the kingdom—that he was 
in raptures, &c. That he had always been a 
good man—an excelent, morai citizen—and a 
Friend to religion too—he had always been faith- 
ful to attend our (Presbyterian ) meetings—and 
he told me himself, that he had always felt it his 
duty to attend meeting and do what he could to 
support the Gospel—that he had even gone so 
far as to open his house for religious meetings, 
&c. But still his heart was not right—-he had 
not seen the depravity of his heart—and he told 
me himself, that he felt just ashe always had 
felt when he went to the last four days’ meeting 
—he had always believed it his duty to go to 
meeting—and when the call was made for those 
to rise up, who desired an interest in the prayers 
of the saints, he still felt no different impression 
—but he rose up and was struck! God showed 
him his heart! He was forcibly struck !” 

Br. F. here asked Mr. Kimball, Do you think 
that man could have been converted if he had 
not been struck!” 

Mr. K. No. T really do not think he could. 

F. Can aman be struck just when he pleases 
or wishes to be struck, with such impressions ? 

K. O no. He must wait God’s time. 

F. Will a man be struck any sooner, fo: pray- 
ing or seeking for those impressions of which 
you speak ? 

KX. To be plain about it, I really do not think 
he will. 

F. Did the man, of whom you speak, seek, 
after, or pray for those immpessions of which 
spake, or did he try to be struck? 

K. No,O ne! They came tohim. It was 
God’s time—he was struck. 

F. Well, if a man cannot be converted and 
get religion without being struek—and cannot be 
struck at will, or when he please—can be struck 
no sooner for praying or desiring to be struck— 
and must wait God’s time; will you have the 
goodness to tell me why any man ought to be 
blamed for not being converted sooner than he 
is, and how he is accountable, ifhe daes not get 
religion at all. 4 
K. Hem, hem! This is no place ifor contro- 
versy. 

F. No, I am not seeking for controversy, but 








you are an older man than [ am, and‘a teacher 
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in Israel, and it is your duty to explain this 
matter to me if you can. 

K. Why, our Saviour himself, did not pre- 
tend to explain it—he only thanked God that he 
had seen fit to hide these things from the wise 
and prudent, and reveal them unto babes. 


i’. Well, if God has revealed these things un-. 


to babes, and you are one of the babes—God 
has enjoined secrecy, I presume, and you are at 
liberty to reveal them unto me, if you please. 
Do explain this matter. 

K. Hem, bem! ‘This is no place for contro- 
versy, I tell you. 





LER WARCHUAN. 


Woodstock, March 24, 1832. 











“IT have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem.”’ 


MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS, 

Br. GARFIELD will preach at the Court House in 
this village next Sabbath, (to-morrow,) and -at Barnard 
the Sabbath following. 

Br. Becu will preach at Sharon to-morrow. 

Br. BArtLetT will preach at Pomfret on the 4th 
Sabbath in April. 

Br. Bext will preach at Stockbridge on the Ist Sab- 
bath in April. 











JUDAS AND PETER. 

Most limitarians ‘are of the opinion that Judas who be- 
trayed his Lord and Master is reaping the reward of his 
iniquity in the regions of horrible darkness, while Peter, 
who, with oaths and curses, denied him, is chanting the 
praises of his Redeemer with beatified spirits who sur- 
round the throne of God, Now we would enquire.how, 
on the supposition that all men receive according to their 
works, there should be such an infinite difference be- 
tween the situations of these two meu? How can we 
justify the ways ef God to men by contending that the 
eternal state of one is infinitely happy, and that of the 
ther equally miserable? Should one attempt to do it by 
contending that the contrast between the characters of 
the two was as great as the supposed difference in their 
situations, they would utterly fail, for this cannot be 
proved from the scriptures. It is from the Bible that we 
jearn there were such apostles as Peter and Judas, and 


it is from the same book that we learn the peculiar traits | 


in their characters. Let us then turn our attention to 
the scriptures, Where we may collect such facts in rela- 
tion to each as shall present the characters of each in 
their true and proper light. 

Judas betrayed his Master, and received as a compen- 
sation 30 pieces of silver. If there is any apology to be 
made for the crime of Judas, it might be said he was 
tempted by money to betray his Lord. If the advocates 
for the endless misery of Judas are disposed to say that 
such an apology would be altogether inadmissible, we 
make no reply by way of extenuating his guilt, but pass 
to a consideration of the circumstances under which Pe- 
ter denied him. They are the following:— 

Jesus was taken prisoner by the Jews, and led away to 
Caiaphas. Peter followed him afar off unto the high 
priest’s palace, and went in tosee the end. And after 
they had found one who swore falsely against him, and 
had insultingly proposed several questions to Jesus, they 
spit in his face, buffeted him, smote him with the palms 
of their hands, saying, “Prophecy unto us, who smote 
thee?” Peter was an eye witness to all this cruel treat- 
ment, but, instead of being grieved—instead of sympa- 
thizing with the Saviour, he denied any knowledge of 
him. When a damsel accused him of being in company 
with Jesus, he deniedit. Another confidently affirmed 
that he was with him, but Peter denied with an oath.— 
A third acegsed him and he “began to curse and to 
swear, saying, know not the man.” Now should the 
believer in thé endless punishment of Judas offer as an 
apology in favor of Peter that he was influenced by the 


fear of punishment to deny his Lord, we should be equal- 
ly as unwilling to admit such apology as a palliation of 
Peter’s crime, as the opponent would be in the case of 
Judas before named. For ourself we wish not to say 
aught in extenuation of the crime of either. Let the 
facts, as recorded in the scriptures, speak for themselves. 

From what we can learn from the Bible, the cenduct 
of Peter was equally as reprehensible as that of Judas. 
Why then admit Peter to heaven, and send Judas to 
hell? It may be said that when the Lord turned and 
looked upon Peter he repented. Well, did not Judas re- 
pent? “Then Judas which had betrayed him, (Jesus) 
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, 
and brought again the 30 pieces of silver to the chiet 
priests and elders, saying, I have sinned in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. And he cast down the 
thirty pieces of silver and departed.” But, says one, the 
repentance of Judas was not genuine. It was not ‘*god- 
ly sorrow” but “the sorrow of the world.” What said 
the Saviour? ‘A good man out of the good treasure of 
his heart bringeth forth that which is good.” If it was 
wrong for Judas to take the money, it was right for him 
to return it, and this he did. He brought ‘ forth fruits 
meet for repentance.” How many of our new four day 
meeting converts act upon the principle of returning that 
which they have unjustly taken? We heartily wish the 
clergy would exhibit as much proot of repentance as did 
Judas, and restore the money they have unjustly taken 
from the widow, the servant girl and orphar, and say, J 


| have sinned! 
| Another objection to the salvation of Judas is, that he 


put an end to his own existence. Suppose this to be the 
fact, what does it prove? And here, reader, we indro- 
duce that notable passage recorded in the 120th chap. of 
Imagination. ‘No self murderer shall enter the king- 
dom of heaven.” Judas then, is, of course, howling a- 
mong the damned. 





PUBLIC FEELING. 

The following is an expression of the feelings of sev- 
eral respectable gentlemen residing in Chili, Wheatland 
and Riga, N. ¥. who held a meeting for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the disastrous effects of four day 
meetings :— - 

“Fettow Crrizens:—When in communities 
like ours combinations are formed, evidently hos- 
tile to the fundamental principles of our govern- 
|ment, the Jiberties of the people, or the public 
welfare; and by art and circumvention, shield 
themselves from the arm of the civil law, it is the 
|duty of the people to assemble in their majesty, 
and correct the evil by the calm but all powerful 
force of public opinion. It appears to your com- 
mittee that a Jarge number of designing clergy 
in these United States, are aspiring after supre- 
macy ; that there are, as appears to this commit- 
tee, a well organized body of active, ambitious, 
influential, worldly meu; that they design to pro- 
mote their own power end influence, at the ex- 
pense and liberty of their fellow men; that they 
not only with impunity assume a right to inter- 
fere with the affairs of the state and national le- 
gislature, and dictate the consciences of men, but 
they with more than savage cruelty, disturb the 
ashes of the illustrious dead—profaning the Sab- 
bath, even in the sacred desk, by villifying the 
constitution of the United States, and traducing 
the characters of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, 
Monroe, Franklin and others—men who by the 
aid of Divine Providence, achieved the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty, which we now en- 
joy; men whose intelligence, integrity, patriot- 
ism, political and moral worth, entitle them not 
only to the gratitude, esteem and admiration of 
the people of the United States, but of the civi- 
lized world. They not only claim from us a 


claim large sums of money from the church and 
the people at large, to enable them to keep in 
operationtheir numerous and expensive estab- 
lishments tnd societies, the management of which 





which are|Sunday School Unions, Theological 
Seminaries Bible, Missionary and Tract Socie- 
ties, &c. These institutions we regard as bur- 
densome anil unprofitable, inasmuch us they tend 
to increase the influence of the clergy; we do 
consider all attempts to obtain legislative enact- 
ments in matters of religion, as direct attempts 
to infringe \pon the rights of conscience, and 
enslave the people. . It is not our wish or inten- 
tion to offer any objection to the encouragement 
and extensionof the Christian Religion, for we 
do most heartly wish that pure and undefiled 
religion may §pread and universally prevail, to 
the entire overthrow of bigotry, hypocrisy, su- 
perstition and proscriptive orthodox intolerance, 
with their unavoidable train of evils.” 


We are happy © present our readers with the follow- 
ing recommendatobn of a work recently published by 
Rev. T. Whittema@e. Not having had an opportunity of 
giving the work bat a partial examination ourselves, we 
shall be excusable for not expressing an opinion of our 
own till we are beter qualified to judge of its merits.— 
From the well krown talents of the author, however, 
and the matured judgment of Br. Streeter, who has ex- 
amined the work, we are free to recommend it to the at- 
tention of our frienls. 

TO THE UNIVERSALIST PUBLIC. 
And all serious Inquirers after Truth. 

Brethren and Friends.—It is the design of this 
brief article to call your undivided ‘attention to a 
new and valuabl¢ publication, viz: ‘Nores anp 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE PaRaBLes oF THE NEw 
Testament, &c, by Br. Tuomas Wuitremore, 
I do not mean by this remark, however, that the 
work needs any other recommendation than to 
have its merits aad utility generally known, to in- 
sure itn very eitensive circulation. And since 
it has already wceived the favorable notice of 
some of our minstering brethren, whose recom- 
mendations would be a thousand times more lJike- 
ly to be heard than mine, I would remain silent, 
did I not feel it my duty to correct one very wrong 
impression concerning the new work, which is 
prevailing in ourorder. The error! would cor- 
rect is this: Many people appear to think that 
Br. Whittemore’s Notes would be useless, or near- 
ly so, to those who already own, or have read Br. 
Ballou’s interesting work on the same general 
subjects! They imagine, from the similarity of 
the titles of the two publications, that the one is a 
mere abridgement or imitation of the other! ! Not 
so by any means, i assure you. The facts are 
briefly these. Br. Ballou’s Notes, &c. are ex- 
tremely valuable on account of their containing 
a plain refutation of popular opinions, and a pow- 
erful argumentative defence of the doctrine of 
Universal grace. Br. Whittemore’s are equally 
valuable and necessary, on account of being di- 
rected more particularly, to a natural and easy 
illustration of the Parables according to their o- 
riginal import and application, with many amu- 
sing and instructive references to the circumstan- 
ces customs and opinions of the people, among 
whom and for whom the parables were delivered ; 
together with a direct appeal to the most renown- 
ed commentators of various denominations be- 
lieving in endless misery, in support of the same 
general views. Hence, this work is none the less 
useful, on account of what preceeded it, Breth- 
ren, I feel an unusual solicitude that ye possess 








support for themselves and their families, but 


Fd 


yourselves of this invaluable work. Let each U- 


are subjected to ecclesiastical control, and among . 
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niversalist family, at least, have these Notes, that 
they may beable, on any emergency, to meet op- 
posers, and assist inquirers, by having a more 
fully and familiar explanation at hand, than al- 
most any ene could give to each parable, without 
much labor or study. Though I would not vainly 
flatter the Author of the ‘Notes and Illustrations” 
nor intentionally deceive the public, by preten- 
ding that I ean, as yet, agree with him in every 
particular of his work; still I do say, that, on the 
whole, it is the best illustration of the Parables 
that I have seen, and deserves and will doubtless 
receive extensive patronage. 








R. STREETER. | 


A raving Methodist preacher in Connecticut, uses the | 
following language against Universalism :— 

That he “ recollected very well, 5,000 years ago, of) 
an old Universalist preacher—yes, rising of 5,000, baal 
preached, saying, ‘ thou shalt not surely die.’ ” &c. 

Rising five thousand years! Bless us, what an old | 
tellow. What a remarkable memory must this preacher 
possess, to recollect a sermon delivered so long ago.— 
It appears he was well acquainted with the snake which 
he is pleased to denominate a Universalist preacher.— 
Wonder if he had a controversy with him. 





A Missionary of the horridox stamp in Philadelphia, 
employed to administer the consolations of his creed to 
jail and Almshouse inhabitants, makes the following Re- 
port to Dr. Ely of the Philadelphian. 


‘* April 27th.—Visited at the alms-house. Sawa wo- 
man who was supposed to be deranged. The nurse 
suspected her difficulty was about her soul and on con- 
versing with her found it to be so.” 


ANECDOTE. 

In Deerfield, N. H. a few years since an elderly gen- 
tleman was taken il! and was visited during his sickness 
by the Orthodox Clergyman of the town who, as is usual, 
interogated him with respect to the state of his mind in 
view of his approaching dissolution, whether he had en- 
tertained a hope—got religion &c. &¢. The old man 
then proceeded to enumerate the many things of a reli- 
gious character (i. e. in his estimation) which he had 
performed during his life. Among other things he had 
been a constant attendant at the house of God for many 
years &c. In reply the Clergyman observed that these 
circumstanees afforded no proof that he had experienced 
religion—that a person might do all thisar.d yet be desti- 
tute of saving grace. ‘Pox it,” said the old man, think 
[have travelled up the great meeting-house hill forty 
years tor nothing? 





Br. L. F. W. ANDREWws wishes us to inform the rea- 
ders of the Watchman whence we extracted the article 
in our paper of the 10th inst under the caption of ‘Sin 
not Infinite.’ We do not recollect, but presume, from 
the request of Br. Andrews that we found it in the Re- 
ligious Inquirer printed in Hartford, Con. The omission 
of credit was unintentional, on our part. 


ir PARTICULAR NOTICE. 

We would inform our subscribers, several of whom 
have been called upon by Mr. Avery for payment for 
the Watchman, that he is entitled to the pay for the 
whole of the 2d volume and for the first quarter of the 
present voluine, and mo more. We extremely regret 
that he should take any method to collect his dues un- 
pleasant to his debtors, for they are our subscribers, and 
we trust friends. We beg of them to be assured that 
nothing is more foreign from our approbation than the 
course adopted by Mr. Avery for the collection of his 
debts. As we are not accountable for the course he is 
taking, and as he is determined in spite of our entr@a- 
lies todemand immediate payment or subject the debt- 
or to additional expense, we beg our friends not to cen- 
sure us, and withdraw their patronage as though we 
Were the party to be punished. We plead not guilty. 
It would therefore be hard for us to suffer for the fault 
of another, 











“MORE VICTIMS,” 

We are informed that a few miles from thia, 
in the town of Bridgewater, Susquehanna county, 
Pa. there was a man by the name of Jackson 
Scott, who had recently joined the Baptist church 
—that he afterwards thought he had joined it 
unworthily. But, be that as it may, he was so 
lost to natural feelings,(doubtless by the fear of 
endless wo,) that he was left to commit the act 
of suicide by hanging himself, on the 19th of 
January last. His wife being the first one that 
discovered him hanging in his barn, found aj 
knife in one of his pockets—cut him down and 
then called other assistance.— Magazine and Ad- 
vocate. 





ANOTHER VICTIM. 

There is at this time a female member of the! 
South Congregational Church of this city, who is 
suffering the horrors of phrenzy from the idea that 
she has committed the unpardonable sin! It is} 
said that the Rev. Mr. Lindsley, requested that | 
the friends ot the unfortunate victim should pre- 
vent her from attending Church, on a late occa- 
sion, as he intended to preach from a subject 
which he feared would increase her delirium ! 

This Mr. Lindsley is a man who declared, in 
his notice of the “Looking Glass for Fanatics” 
trom the desk, that ‘no one was ever made a fan- 
atic” by his preaching! How is it with thee, 
now, brother? 

AND YET ANOTHER. 

A man by the name of Jackson Scott, who had 
recently joined the Baptist Church, (says the U- 
tica Magazine,) in Bridgewater, Susquehannah, 
C. Pa. committed suicide by hanging himself on 
the 19th Jan. last. He thought that he had join- 
ed the church unworthily.— Religious Inquirer. 





A Society of Universalists has been formed recently 
in De Ruyter, Madison Co, N. Y. and a commodious 
meeting house erected, of which the Universalists are 
part owners — Trumpet. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. — 








[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN, ] 
POWERFUL INDUCEMENT. 

Mr. Evrrorn:—Among the many arguments which are 
used by our Limitarian brethren to induce their hearers 
to ‘get religion,” the following,as I am credibly inform- 
ed,was used by Rev. Mr. Marks, of the Free Will Bap- 
tist order, while delivering his message of endless wrath 
for the sinner, in the town of S—, in your State a short 
time since. Mr. M. was exceedingly anxious that sin- 
ners should ‘get religion,” and for the purpose of en- 
couraging them in so laudable an enterprise, he very 
gravely told them, “‘that in all probability the ‘Cholera’ 
would make its appearance in this country within three 
years and carry off one third of the inhabitants.”” Now 
when we remember that with those who believe in the 
horrid doctrine of endless misery; the grand object of 
“getting religion” is to ‘escape hell” in a future state, 
and ‘secure heaven, ’’shall we not see that the forego- 
ing argument of Mr. Marks must have had a very pow- 
erful influence on the minds of those who are taught to 
believe religion is serviceable to mankind chiefly on ac- 
count of its effects in a future state? The ground here 
taken is not new, but the prevalence of the fatal epidem- 
ic above named, in the eastern hemisphere has furnished 
this preacher of endless damnation with a new topic of 
discourse with which to frighten the uninformed, that 
they may conform to certain externals which are thought 
by many to be essential to a religious life. 

But what must he the reflection of an enlightened 
mind, to hear such arguments brought forward to en- 
courage the young to become religious? Would not the 
reflecting be led to say, religion is not essential to our 





happiness in this life—for according to the arguments 


adduced, if we were to live here forever we should net 
need religion. Mr. Editor, is not this one great reascn 
why so many young people are disposed to put off the 
concerns of religion till old age? This we should think 
is the natural result of such inducements. And this alse 
accounts for the great falling off after what is called “a 
revival.”” The people were aroused, not by the love of 
God and the reasonableness of his requirements, but by 
fear of the “‘Cholera,” the “Comet,” or “death and 
hell’ —their fears, and not their own reason and judg- 
ment bid them to make a profession. And when their 
fears are calmed, and they see no immediate danger, 
their religion is gone, they did not embrace what was 
called religion on account of any real beauty they saw in 
it, only as it would save them from an awful hellina 
fature world. 

They have no need of it while they live and are in no 
danger of the ** Cholera” —for nothing is more common, 
than for the heralds of endless misery, after exhausting 
themselves in exhorting sinners to “get religion,” to 
“make their peace with God,” to tell them they “must 
die and appear before the bar of God.” Now as this 
kind of preaching, and these fears were the cause of the 
sinners attention to what he thought was religion, so 
the same preaching and fears must be kept up, or the 
convert ‘‘backslides,” and then the poor soul is under 
the necessity of taking a severe trimming whenever he 
attends such meetings. O, when will religionists become 
rational? When will the professed ministers “of the 
gospel of the blessed God” use such arguments to induce 
mankind to become religious as did the Saviour. ‘Ye 
shall find rest to'your souls,” “My yoke is easy my 
burden light.” 

When will religious teachers show their parishioners 
that the Christian religion is designed to benefit mankind 
chiefly in this world, by guiding them in the most pleas- 
ant path through life, and causing them to hope fora 
glorious immortality, when “all shall be made alive in 
Christ.” 

I will close this brief article by proposing the following 
question, which I should bé pleased to see answered by 
some one of your contributors. Which of two persons 
would be the most benefitted by possessing religion, the 
one who is to live a long time, or the one who is to die 
immediately ? INQUIRER. 

INFORMATION WANTED. 

The father of the infant child who lately died in ’ 
was a believer, the mother an unbeliever—or, in other 
words, the father was pious, and the mother was not.— 
Will the child be saved or lost? This information must 
come from some one who is acquainted with the secret 
will of God. It is desirable that such an one would an- 
swer the above enquiry. H. H. 











DIED, 

In this town, on Friday 16th inst. AbiGarL, daughter of 
Rev. J. Hazen, aged 2 years and 8 months. 

In this town, on Sunday, Lucretta, only daughter of Mr. 
Jacob Fisher, aged 1 year and 9 months. 

In this town, on 13th inst. Noan CaRrtos, only child of 
Oyid and Waitstill Thompson, aged 10 weeks. 

** As the sweet flower which scents the morn, 

But withers in the rising day, 

Thus lovely seem’d the mfants dawn ; 
| Thus swiftly fled his life away.” Com. 
| In this town, on the 8th inst. ZENAs, son of Lemuel Hitch- 
cock, Esq. aged 6 years. 

Also, on the inh inst. Susan, wife of Wilder Raymond and 
daughter of Ebenezer Winslow, Esq. aged 43. Printers in the 
State of New- York are requested, $c. 

In Pomfret, on the 13th inst. at the residence of Harvey 
Bruce, CHARLES, son of Cephas Ransom of Warren, Vt. x- 
ged 13 years. 

In Randolph, on Frjday last, Gen. JosePH Epson, aged 51. 

In Pomfret, on Monday last, Mr. JosrEPH GiBBs. 

In Pomfret, on the 13th inst. Mr. BER1AH ABBOTT, 2 Rev- 
olutionary soldier, Printers in New-Hampshire are, §¢. 














JUST RECEIVED, 


ANP for sale at this office, a fresh supply of Picker- 
ings Lectures in defence of Divine Revelation. 
Woodstock, March, 24, 1832, 































POETRY. 


THE LEPER. 

“And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his 
hand, and touched him, and said unto him, I will; be thou 
clean. And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the 
leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed. 

sad > . id *<It was noon. 

And Helon knelt beside a stagnant pool 

In the lone wilderness, and bathed his brow, 

Hot with the burning leprosy, and touched 

The loathsome water to his fevered lips, 

Praying that he might be so blessed—to die! 

Footsteps approached, and with no strength to flee, 

He drew the covering closer to his lips, 

Crying “‘Unclean! Unclean!” and in the folds 

Of the coarse sackcloth shrowding up his face, 

Ke fell upon the earth till they should pass. 

Nearer the stranger came, and bending o'er 

The leper’s prostrate form, pronounced his name. 

**Helon !””—the voice was like the master-tone 

Of a rich instrument—most strangely sweet ; 

And the dull pulses of disease awoke, 

And for a moment beat beneath the hot 

And leprous scales with a restoring thrill. 

“Helon! arise!” and he forgot his curse, 

And rose and stood before him. 

Love and awe 


Mingled in regard of Helon’s eye 

Ashe beheld the stranger. He was not 

In costly raiment clad, nor on his brow 

The symbol of a princely lineage wore ; 

No followers at his back, nor in his hand 
Buckler, or sword, or spear—yet in his mean 
Command sat throned serene, and if he smiled, 
A kingly condescension graced his lips, 

The lion would have crouched to him in his lair. 
His garb was simple, and his sandals worn ; 
His statue modeled with a perfect grace ; 

His countenance, the impress of a God, 
Touched with the open innocence of child; 

His eye was blue and calm, as is the sky 

In the serenest noon; his hair unshorn 
‘Fell to his shoulders ; and his curling beared 
The fullness of perfected manhood bore. 

He look’d on Helon earnestly awhile, 

As if his heart was moved, and stooping down 
He took a little water in his hand 

And laid it on his brow, and said, «Be clean !”” 
And lo! the scales fell from him, and his blood 
Coursed with delicious coolness through his veins, . 
An‘ his dry palms grew moist, and on his brow 
The dewy softness of an infant stole. 

His leprosy was cleansed, and he fell down 
Prostrate at Jesus’ feet and worshipped him.”’ 








THE GHOST. 

Tis about twenty years since Abel, a short, 
round favored, merry old soldier of the revolu- 
tionary war, was wedded to a most abominable 
shrew—the temper of Shakespear’s Catharine, 
could no more be compared with her’s than mine 
with Lucifer’s: her eyes were like a weazel’s— 
she had a harsh face, like a craneberry marsh all 
spread with spots of white and red, as if she had 
the measles: with hair of the color of a whisp 
of straw, and a disposition like a cross-cut saw. 
The appellation of this lovely dame was Ann, or 
Naney—don’t forget the name. 

Her brother, David, was a tall good looking 
chap, and that was all: one of your great big 
nothings, as we say in Rhode Island, picking up 
old jokes, and cracking them on other folks. 
Well, David undertook one night to play the 
ghost, and frighten Abel whom he knew would 
be returning from a journey through a grove of 
forest wood, that stood below the house some 
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painteipe—balf amile or so. With a long taper 
just made to cover a wig nearly as large over as 
corn basket, and a sheet with both ends made to 
meet across his breast: (the way in which ghosts 
are always drest :) he took his station near a 
huge oak tree, whence he could overlook the 
road, and see whatever might appear. 

It happened, that, about an hour before, friend 
Abel had left the table of an inn, where he had 
made a halt with his horse and wagon,.te taste a 
flaggon of malt liquor, and so forth: which be- 
ing done he went on, carmg no more for twenty 
ghosts than !f they were so many posts. 

David was nearly tired of waiting—his pa- 
tience was abating : at length he heard the care- 
less tone of his kinsman’s voice; and then, the 
noise of the waggon wheels among the stones. 

Abel was quite elevated, and was roaring with 
all his might, and pouring out, in great confu- 
sion scraps of old songs, made in “the revolu- 
tion.” His head was full of Bunker Hill and 
Trenton ; and still he went on, scaring the poor 
whip-poor-wills among the trees ; with rhymes 
hke these : 

“See the yankees 
Leave the hill, 

With their baggernets declining, 
With lopp’d down hats, 

And leather apons shining.” 

“See the Yankees—whoa ! why, what is that 7” 
said Abel, starting like a cat, as slowly on the 
fearful figure strode into the middle of the road. 
“My conscience! what a suit of clothes! some 
crazy fellow I suppose—halo, friend what’s your 
name: by the powers of gin, that’s a strange 
dress to travel in.” 

“Be silent, Abel, for I have now come to read 
yeur doom: then hearken, while your fate T now 
declare, 1 am a spirit’—“I suppose you are; 
but you'll not hurt me, and I’ll tell you why, here 
is a fact which you cannot deny; all spirits must 
be either bad or good—that’s understood ; and, 
you be good or evil, I am sure-; if a good spirit, 
Tam safe ; if evil, and I dont know but you may 
be the Devil—if that’s the case, you'll recollect, I 
fancy, that I am married to your sister Nancy.” 
Old Scrap Book. 





Rev. Joseru Brapiey and Rev. B. H. Fut 
LER have issued proposals for publishing a paper 
in the county of Clinton, N. Y. (either at Kees- 
ville or Platsburg) to be entitled “The Chris- 
tian,s Bower and Northern Luminary.” It ig 
to defend the sentiments of Universalist. — 


Trumpet. 


The Island recently formed in the Mediterane- 
an, near Sicily, disappeared on the 20th of De- 
cember. It suuk during a violent earthquake. 
The captain of a Greek ship passed within gun- 
shot of where it was, and saw only a kind of rock 
covered with a shallow depth of water. 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS 


JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
MITH on Divine Government; Winchester’s Dia- 
logues; Life of Murray; Prof. Stuart’s Exegetical 
Essays; Balfour’s Reply to Stuart ; Pickering’s Lectures 
in Defence of Divine Revelation ; Ballou’s Notes on the 
Parables ; do. on the At t; T. Whitt e’s Notes 
on the Parables; Ancient and Modern History of Uni- 
versalism ; Balfour’s Letter’s, &e. &e. 
Also, for sale, SKINNER’S FOUR SERMONS on the 
Doctrine of Endless Misery. Price, 25 cents. 
Bell’s letters to Nero Price, 25 cents. 
A fresh supply of “Intemperance Reproved,” by Rev. 
I. D. Williamson. Price, 10 cents. alae 




















All ordets promptly attended to. 
Woodstock, March 8, 1832. 
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BOOKS. 
B. B. MUSSEY, 63 Cornhill, Boston, 


TREEPS constantly on hand and for sale, at the lowest 


price, a general assortment of 
SCHOOL & MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 

Among the latter are—Byron’s Works, Moore’s do. 
Scorr’s do., Gonpsmitn’s do., CoLERIDGE, SHELLY 
and Hears do., CHALMER’s do, Hume, SMALLET, 
and Besser’s History of England, Lincrorn’s do., 
GoutpsMiITH’s do., RoseRTson’s AMERICA, Josr- 
PHus’s History ot the Jews, RouLins’s ANCIENT His- 
Tory, GoLDsMITH’s ANIMATED NATURE, GODMAN’s 
do., CHANNING’s Works, TucKER’s LigutT or Na- 
TURE, CLARKE’s ComMMENTARIES, HENRY’s do., 
Buck’s Turotocican Dictionary, PuwTarcn’s 
Lives, &ce. &ce. 

Also, a large assortment of BIBLES, among which are 
Folio, Quarto, Octavo, Pew, Pocket, and Schoo! Bibles. 
All of which will be sold at the lowest price, wholesale 
and retail. Country Booksellers supplied on the most 
reasonable terms, 


(7 N. B. A general assortment of UN1IVERSALIST 
BOOKS constantly on hand, wholesale add retail. [46 tf. 





PROSPECTUS 
OF THE 


Mniversalist Watchman. 


VOLUME Iv. 


Tur WATCHMAN will be published every Satur- 
day, as heretofore, at Woodstock, Vt. Its size will be 
enlarged so as to contain about one-fifth more matter 
than the preceding volume, and equal to the largest pe- 
riodicals of the kind now printed in the United States.— 
In addition to the servicesof the Proprietor, the talents of 
Rev. W. SKINNER and Rev. K. Haven, who are enga- 
ged as Associate Editors, will be employed to render the 


WatcHMAN thrice worthy of patronage. It isto be 
presumed that able correspondents to the WarcHMAN 
will inerease as patronage increases. The publisher is 
determined that, with regard to mechanical execution, 





no periodical of kind shall excel it. 
With respect tothe character of the WatcHMAN, it 
seems un to say more than that it will continue 


to maintain the déctrine of the Infinite, Universal and 


Unchanging Benevolence of Almighty God—explain the 
Scriptures—announce intelligence affecting the concerns 


of the denomination which it is designed to support—ex- 
pose the schemes éf clerical bigots, by which they would 
bring mankind into bondage, both spiritual and temporal; 
rob the widow and orphan of their scanty pittance to ac- 
cumulate funds to subserve their own individual inter- 
ests, and paralize every effort made for improvement in 
Christian knowledge. 

The Terms of the Watcuman, although improved 
both as it respects matter, size, form, and general appear- 
ance, will be the same as heretofore; and, of course, much 
cheaper than any other paper advocating the same sen- 
timents: viz. $1,50 in advance,—@2,00 if not paid 
within three months, after which time 26 cents will 
be added for every three month’s neglect of payment. 

No subscription received for a less term than six 
months, except the money be paid on subscribing. Post- 
age paid in all cases by subscribers. 

Agents who obtain six subscribers and become respon- 
sible for the same shall be entitled to a seventh copy, and 
in the same proportion for a greater or less number. 

No contract made by Agents will be binding which are 
not in agreement with the above terms. 

To accommodate those who wish to take but one paper, 
the columns of the Watchman will contain a summary of 
the passing events of the day. 

Agents, and those to whom this Prospectus may be 
sent, are respectfully requested to use their influence 
in obtaining subscribers, and forward their names by 
letter previous to the close of the present volume. 

WILLIAM BELL. 

Woodstock, March 17, 1882. 
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